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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 



1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Page 4, line 10 - "atom" should be changed to "atoms" 

• Page 6, line 1 1 - "resources was" should be changed to "resources and was" 

• Page 7, lines 2-3 - "fact conventional" should be changed to "fact that conventional" 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 2-5, 7-14, 18, 20-21, 23-9, and 32 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

• Claims 2-5, 7-14, 18, 20-21, 23-9, and 32 have a parenthetical statement above them 
that is a brief synopsis of the claimed elements. These statements should be removed. 

• Claim 26 currently depends on claim 2. However, it seems that claim 26 should 



Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



depend on claim 18. Examiner will assume that claim 26 depends on claim 18 not 



claim 2 for the examination of this application. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1,17, and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Rangarajan et al. ("Rangarajan," US006275225B1). 

As per independent claim 1, Rangarajan teaches that in a computer system for managing 
resources, a method for displaying managed object data associated with managed resources, the 
method comprising the steps of receiving at least one managed object selection and receiving a 
task selection to apply to the at least one managed object selection (column 1, 12-16 and 31-34, 
i.e. - selecting network objects and performing network management functions on these objects); 
identifying at least one view definition corresponding to the task selection that defines a view 
with which to display managed object data related to the at least one managed object selection 
(column 9, lines 12-15 and 49-52); displaying the view corresponding to the at least one view 
definition on a graphical user interface of the computer system (column 9, lines 49-52); 
obtaining the managed object data related to the at least one managed object selection (column 4, 
lines 59-67 and column 10, lines 10-13); and displaying the managed object data related to the at 
least one managed object selection within the view on the graphical user interface of the 
computer system (column 9, lines 49-52). 

Claims 17, 30, and 31 are similar in scope to claim 1 and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

5. Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Besaw (US 
20020198973A1). 



Application/Control Number: 09/966,878 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2174 

As per independent claim 14, Besaw teaches that in a management server computer 
system, a method providing access to managed object data, the method comprising the steps of 
parsing a view definitions document, an object definitions document and an object data 
document to create a data dictionary containing a master view definition, task definitions, view 
definitions and managed object data definitions, the data dictionary further defining, for each 
task definition, at least one use case that defines a mapping of at least one view definition to a 
portion of at least one managed object data definition fl[26-30, i.e. - customized management 
services and views, and |49); detecting an initiation of a resource management process (1J46); 
and passing the data dictionary to the resource management process to allow the resource 
management process to process the data dictionary fl|46 5 i.e. - accessing a database to find 
customer portals). 

As per claim 15, which is dependent on claim 14, Besaw teaches the steps of receiving a 
request from a resource management process for managed object data associated with a 
particular managed resource (^[29-30, i.e. - viewing information about networked objects); 
invoking operation of a resource agent operating in conjunction with the managed resource to 
produce and return the managed object data fl[35); receiving the managed object data from the 
resource agent; and providing the managed object data to the resource management process 
(1135). 

As per claim 16, which is dependent on claim 15, Besaw teaches that the method operates 
in a resource management application used for management of managed resources in a storage 
area network environment fl[28) and wherein the view definitions document, the object 
definitions document are XML documents defining task selections that can be applied to 
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managed object selections, and that further define, for certain combinations of task selections 
and object selections, a use' case that references a view definition that defines a view and 
references managed object data that is to be displayed in the view according to a style definition 



6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



7. Claims 2-13, 18-29, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rangarajan et al. ("Rangarajan " US006275225B1) in further view of Besaw (US 
20020198973A1). 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1, the teachings of Rangarajan in regards to 
claim 1 have been discussed above. Rangarajan does not disclose the steps of: retrieving a data 
dictionary containing a master view definition, task definitions, view definitions and managed 
object data definitions, the data dictionary further defining, for each task definition, at least one 
use case that defines a mapping of at least one view definition to a portion of at least one 
managed object data definition; and displaying the master view definition on the graphical user 
interface such that a user of the computer system can provide the at least one managed object 
selection and a task selection that are received in the step of receiving. 



(1J27 and 1(44). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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Besaw teaches the steps of: retrieving a data dictionary containing a master view 
definition, task definitions, view definitions and managed object data definitions, the data 
dictionary further defining, for each task definition, at least one use case that defines a mapping 
of at least one view definition to a portion of at least one managed object data definition (^[26-30, 
i.e. - customized management services and views, and T[49); and displaying the master view 
definition on the graphical user interface such that a user of the computer system can provide the 
at least one managed object selection and a task selection that are received in the step of 
receiving fl|27). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Rangarajan with the ability to store definitions of 
different tasks, objects, and views, as taught by Besaw, with the motivation to display only 
relevant information to a manager of a network fl[10). 

Claims 18 and 32 are similar in scope to claim 2 and are therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 2, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the step of identifying at least one view definition corresponding to the task 
selection comprises the steps of selecting a task definition in the data dictionary that corresponds 
to the task selection (1)27); and for each of the at least one object selection, selecting a use case 
that is associated with the task definition in the data dictionary and that corresponds to the at 
least one object selection, the use case identifying a view definition defining a view in which to 
display managed object data related to the at least one managed object selection to which a 
management function associated with the task selection is applied fl|27 and ^3 1 , i.e. - selecting 
and defining user views). 
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As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 2, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the step of displaying the view definition comprises the steps of for each of the 
at least one view definition identified in the step of identifying: i) retrieving a view type from 
the at least one view definition in the data dictionary, the view type defining a view to be 
displayed on the graphical user interface of the computer system (column 9, lines 49-52); and ii) 
rendering a view corresponding to the view type on the graphical user interface of the computer 
system (column 9-10, lines 59-5). 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 4, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the step of rendering a view corresponding to the view type renders the view 
according to a view style defined in the data dictionary (column 7, lines 42-61). 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 5, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the view style defines a view corresponding to at least one of a map, a tree and 
a graph (column 7, lines 45-56, i.e. - a topology view). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 2, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the step of obtaining the managed object data comprises the steps of consulting 
the at least one view definition in the data dictionary to identify the managed object data 
references related to the at least one managed object selection that reference managed object data 
that is to be displayed in the view definition (column 9, lines 49-52); and obtaining the managed 
object data based upon managed object data references (column 4, lines 59-67 and column 10, 
lines 10-13). 

As per claim 8, which is dependent on claim 7, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the step of obtaining the managed object data includes the step of determining 



Application/Control Number: 09/966,878 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2174 

if the managed object data is contained in the data dictionary, and if the managed object data is 
contained in the data dictionary, the managed object data is obtained from the data dictionary, 
and if the managed object data is not contained in the data dictionary, the managed object data is 
obtained from a management server that provides the managed object data (column 4, lines 10- 
13 and column 10, lines 10-13). 

As per claim 9, which is dependent on claim 7, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the step of obtaining the managed object data further comprises the steps of 
invoking a management function associated with the task selection upon managed object data 
associated with at least one of the at least one managed object selection to produce managed 
object data, which is referenced by the managed object data references defined within the view 
definition fl|27, i.e. - management services). 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 2, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the step of displaying the managed object data comprises the steps of providing 
the view displayed on the graphical user interface of the computer system with the managed 
object data obtained as a result of the step of obtaining; and rendering the managed object data in 
the view (columns 9-10, lines 49-5). 

As per claim 1 1 , which is dependent on claim 10, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the step of rendering the managed object data renders the managed object data 
according to a managed object data style defined in the data dictionary for the managed object 
data (column 7, lines 42-61). 

As per claim 12, which is dependent on claim 2, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the data dictionary is a document object model based upon parsing operations 
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performed on a collection of markup language statements that define task definitions, view 
definitions, and object definitions fl|44 and ^|49). 

As per claim 13, which is dependent on claim 12, the combination of Rangarajan and 
Besaw teach that the object definitions in the document object model define attributes and data 
of resources in a storage area network environment fl|44-46); the task definitions identify 
resource management functions which may be applied to the resources in the storage area 
network environment fl|44-46 and 1f27); and wherein the step of obtaining the managed object 
data includes the step of applying a resource management function associated with the task 
selection upon a resource in the storage area network environment corresponding to the managed 
object selection to produce managed object data which is referenced by the managed object data 
references defined within the view definition fl[27 and column 9-10, lines 59-5); and wherein the 
step of displaying the managed object data displays the managed object data in the graphical user 
interface to allow a user of the computer system to view results of application of the resource 
management function on the resources in storage area network environment fl|27 and column 9- 
10, lines 59-5). 

Claims 19-29 are similar in scope to claims 3-13, respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Gupta (US 20030009543 Al) and Mokuya et al. (US 20030046381 Al) teach a means to 
manage networks by converting XML definition information to management operations. 

Steve Steinke ("Network Systems Management with XML") teaches defining objects, 
tasks, relationships, and views using an XML dictionary of definitions for these objects. 
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